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CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES 


THE Two Brrnp Men, in ragged accoutrement, stand in 
the public square begging for alms. Each leans on a 
staff, with one hand outstretched for the collecting 
of coin, a professional attitude which seems difficult 
for them to abandon even in the absence of a pro- 
spective client. Their voices, important assets in the 
art of begging, are lightly trained to attract the 
commiseration of the most indifferent passer-by. 
With their pitiful whimpering and lamentable drone, 
they could soften the heart of the most callous 
usurer. But in moments of relaxation from busi- 
ness, their voices become quite natural in tone and 
expression, 


The Comepran belongs to that wandering tribe of 
mummers, carefree vagabonds who go from place to 
place living by their wits as much as by their accom- 
plishment as tumblers, jugglers, actors, and play- 
wrights. In every respect he is theatrical—in dress, 
in gesture, in countenance, in speech, in manners. 
An exaggerated plume dangles from his broad hat 
over his shoulder. Over his doublet is thrown a 
bright colored cloak, which permits him to wrap him- 
self in its voluminous folds, toga fashion. 


The Donxry Driver may be imagined as a typical 
yokel—red hair, a small face with squirrel eyes, 
turned up nose, broad mouth, outstretched ears. He 
is always ready to play a coarse joke on innocent 
bystanders and to express his amusement by uncon- 
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trolled laughter. His gullible disposition measures 
up to his narrow wit. 


The INNKEEPER’s physical appearance does full justice 
to the abundance of his cellar and to the quality of 
his cuisine. Combining the functions of cook with 
those of manager, he wears the traditional cap and 
white apron, whose strings underline the amplitude 
of his person. Gruff and adamant when it is a ques- 
tion of collecting his dues, he possesses all the traits 
of sociability and good companicnship appreciated 
by his customers. 


And at last we introduce the Donxry, who is not the 
least of our worthy personages. Whatever mask is 
used by his human substitute, our DoNKEY must re- 
veal his asinine nature with the utmost significance. 
His chief attribute, of course, resides in his voice, 
a voice so vibrant, so potent, so clamorous, so im- 
perious as to awaken the echoes of ten surrounding 
countries. When his human friends attempt to vie 
with his braying, their untrained vocal cords betray 
them at once as pale imitators. 


PROPERTIES 


A donkey’s mask 

A halter for the donkey 

A bench 

A sign over the inn—“The Green Dragon” 
A hitching post to stand before the inn 


CHARACTERS 


THE CoMEDIAN 

THE First BLIND MAn 
THe Seconp BLrinp Man 
THe DonKeEy DRIVER 
THE INNKEEPER 

THE DoNKEY 
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TWO BLIND MEN AND A 
DONKEY 


THE Scene is the public square of a quaint town of 
medieval France. To the left is shown an inn with 
the sign of the Green Dragon, and to the right, one 
perceives the shadowy arch of a monumental gate. 
There is a stone bench by the gate, under a little 
shrine. In the background, we get a glimpse of 
tortuous streets and protruding gables. 


As the curtain rises, the Two BLtinp MEN may be seen 
standing in their professional attitude, motionless, 
silent, and expectant. Within a short time, the 
CoMEDIAN enters, and at once the Two Biinp MEN 
practice their art on him. 


FIRST BLIND MAN (in a droning whimper) 
Charity, if you please, for the love of God and our 
Lady, the blessed Virgin Mary. 


SECOND BLIND MAN (in the same tone) 
Charity, if you please, my good people, for sweet 
mercy’s sake in the name of the great Saint Martin, 
our glorious patron. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Have pity on a poor blind man who lost his sight in 
battle against the Saracens. Ave Maria... . 
(He mumbles a prayer.) 

SECOND BLIND MAN 


Have pity on a poor man born blind who will pray for 
I 
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your soul and for your happiness. Ave Maria... . 
(Same action.) 

COMEDIAN 
My good folks, if you ask me for pity, I give it to 
you from the fullness of my heart. If you ask for 
money, all I can give you is the blessing of the Lord. 
I myself am a poor beggar. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
You filthy beggar, get away from here. 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
Away with you. No beggar has a right to stand 
here. 
COMEDIAN 
Is it by special privilege of our King that you both 
claim exclusive right to this place? 
FIRST BLIND MAN 
I have been doing business on this corner for over 
thirty years. No one shall dispute me this place. 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
Since the Pope rode through this gate on his way 
to Avignon, I have not left this spot. Let no beggar 
interfere with my trade. 
COMEDIAN 
My friends, I do not pretend to encroach upon your 
valuable territory. What I told you was all in jest. 
FIRST BLIND MAN 
You should not mock a poor blind man. 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
Those who mock the blind shail weep bitterly. 
COMEDIAN 
I am a jester by profession and cannot help my 
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little jest, but God forbid, my words convey no 
mockery. Pray tell me, good friends, can you rec- 
ommend a good inn in this town? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
There is an inn on the corner good enough for a 
king. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Noble lords and rich merchants feast daily at the 
sign of the Green Dragon. 


COMEDIAN 
The Green Dragon is then not unworthy of serving 
a comedian of my reputation. But, my dear friends, 
I confess that my purse is just now as flat as my 
stomach, and both need refilling. I shall trust to 
my wits and to your good prayers, and, with the 
help of God, may the Green Dragon be kind and 
propitious. 

(The CoMEDIAN goes out.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Pierre! 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
What! 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Have you made a few pennies? 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Not a farthing. And you? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Nothing. And I have been standing in this place 
since early mass. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
I am hungry. It must be dinner time. 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
For me it is rather breakfast time. I haven’t tasted 
a morsel to-day. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
*Tis dinner time, I say. It begins to smell good 
at the inn over there. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Yes, it smells like roast goose. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Suppose we draw near, we can better relish its flavor. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Yes, let’s go nearer. Go first, Pierre. You have a 
surer nose than I. 
(They draw near the inn.) 


SECOND BLIND MAN (taking a deep sniff) 
Um...ah!... this is the cabbage soup. How 
does it suit your taste? 


FIRST BLIND MAN (sniffing) 
Unies. .-ah.-} ..< Lis just the kind 1 ouce. 

SECOND BLIND MAN (imitating some one who laps up 
his soup) 
Ah! it does me good. It goes straight to the heart. 


FIRST BLIND MAN (in the same way) 
Ah! isn’t that fine! It is not every day that one 
tastes soup like that. 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
No, verily. 
(They continue their imaginary lapping for awhile.) 
SECOND BLIND MAN 


Enough of the soup, here comes the goose. 
(He sniffs violently.) 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
I have not done yet with my soup. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Now for the goose, do you hear? If you care for 
any, you had better hurry. 


FIRST BLIND MAN (sniffs strongly, deep sighs of de- 
light between each draught) 


SECOND BLIND MAN (does the same) 
Stuffed goose. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Stuffed. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Yes, with chestnuts. Haven’t you got a nose? 


FIRST BLIND MAN (sniffing) 
You are right. Chestnuts. 


SECOND BLIND MAN (smacking his tongue) 
Niany niam. ... Taste that, I tell you. 


FIRST BLIND MAN (same way) 
Niam, niam. ... Zounds! I wager that the pope 
never tasted the like. 


“ SECOND BLIND MAN 

Here, old man, be not so greedy. You're getting 
more than your share, it is not right. 

(Sound of footsteps.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Some one is coming. Eh, Pierre, a client! 
(The two blind men resume their begging attitude.) 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Charity, if you please, for sweet mercy’s sake in the 
name of Saint Martin, our most blessed patron. 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
Charity, if you please, in the name of our Lord and 
the Holy Virgin. 
(The Donkey enters through the City Gate and steps 
toward the blind men.) 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Have pity on a poor blind man who will pray for your 
soul and your good health. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Have pity on a poor blind man who will pray to the 
Lord to bless your children and grandchildren. 
(The DonKeEy approaches the First BLinp Man, 
stops, and licks his outstretched hand.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Thank you, my good Lady, may God requite you! 
(The First Butinp Man on feeling the DoNKEY 
pushes him with his stick. The beast goes to the 
next man and acts in the same way.) 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Thank you, my child, God’s blessing be on you. 
(Same movements. The Donxey walks off and goes 
out to the right.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Pierre! 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
Well? 
FIRST BLIND MAN 
You have been caught. 
SECOND BLIND MAN 
So have you. 
FIRST BLIND MAN 
You couldn’t see through it. 
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SECOND BLIND MAN 
Neither could you. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
What was it? 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
*Twas a cow. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
You idiot, twas a dog. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
It’s a cow, I tell you. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Cow yourself, I tell you it’s a dog. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Dog yourself. You are more stupid than you are 
blind. You couldn’t distinguish your nose from your 
thigh. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
You threefold idiot, tell me if you can distinguish 
my stick from my boot? 
(Both sticks strike the air, right and left, and the 
following could be heard—each speaking alternately.) 


FIRST and SECOND BLIND MEN 
‘Tawe that ..., take this... lousy 4°. 5 stabby 4.5 
thieheeae, Cheat i... 9. Pagal 7. Cevils 2 4.5 
(The DonKEy’s powerful braying is heard. The two 
blind men stop fighting.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
A donkey! 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
A donkey ! 
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I knew quite well it was a donkey. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Egad, anybody would know it was a donkey. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
I had only been joking. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
I pretended that I did not know. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Whoever deceives me must be pretty sharp. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
And cleverer still who gulls me. 
(Steps are heard. The blind men resume their beg- 
ging.) 

FIRST BLIND MAN 


Charity, if you please, for the love of God and his 
blessed mother, the Virgin Mary. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 


Charity, if you please, for the love of God and our 
glorious Saint Martin. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Ave Maria... ete. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Ave Matia .. . éic. 
(The Donkey Driver enters through the city gate 
and comes toward the blind men.) 


DONKEY DRIVER 


Good day, my friends. Have you perchance seen a 
donkey pass this way? 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
My good sir, I ama poor blind man. Charity, if you 
please, for the love of God. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Have pity on a poor man born blind who will pray 
for your soul. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Oh, I must change my wording. Have you per- 
chance heard a donkey pass by here a little while ago? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
There passes many a beast through this place, my 
good sir. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Beasts of all ranks and sorts pass by here, and we 
poor blind cannot always distinguish them. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
If you can tell me in what direction my donkey has 
gone, I will give you a generous reward. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Sure enough, my master, your donkey passed this 
way. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
I noticed him first. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
No, you didn’t, it is I. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
He lies. I heard him first. He could not distinguish 
a donkey from an elephant. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Do not quarrel, my good people. You shall both 
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have a share in the reward. Tell me, which way did 
my beast go? 


FIRST BLIND MAN (pointing to the right) 
This way, my lord. 


SECOND BLIND MAN (pointing in the opposite direction) 
This way, my prince. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
How long since? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Oh, fully a half an hour ago. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
A half an hour! He does not know what he is say- 
ing. Five minutes, my prince. I would lie if I said 
one minute more or less. Five minutes, my prince. 
(The Donkey is heard braying.) 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Very well, my friends, thank you. I have promised 
you a reward. Here, take this. It is a fine gold 
ducat. (Turns his back to them and gives them 
nothing.) Share this between you! 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Thank you, my lord, thank you. May God give 
it back to you a hundredfold. 

SECOND BLIND MAN 
Thank you, my glorious prince, may God bless you. 
(The Donxry Driver goes out.) 

FIRST BLIND MAN 


May all the saints of heaven give you protection. 
Ave Maria... . 
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SECOND BLIND MAN 
I shall pray to the Lord for the salvation of your 
soul. Ave Maria.... 
(A pause.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Pierre! 

SECOND BLIND MAN 
What? 

FIRST BLIND MAN 
Suppose we go there? 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Where? 

FIRST BLIND MAN 
To the inn. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
To the Green Dragon? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Of course. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
To eat the goose? 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Yes, the stuffed goose. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
To eat for fair. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Naturally for fair, to eat your fill, to eat with your 
mouth and not only with your nose. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
And shall we have a drink? 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
We shall have a drink and a good one, too. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Look here, old man, that will cost us dear. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
What of it, we have the money. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Yes, we have a goodly sum, a ducat. For a ducat 
we can feast. You bet there is enough to guzzle and 
guttle. Once in a life time, that is not too often. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
We shall eat like princes. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
And drink like bishops. 
(The two blind men enter the inn and disappear. 
Enter the DonKEy DRIVER with the Donkey. He 
walks toward the inn, pulling his animal by the halter 
and bursting into laughter at each step.) 


DONKEY DRIVER 

Gittup, you blockhead, gittup. Hi, hi, ha, ha, ho, ho. 
What a fine trick I played on those blind men! Ha, 
ha, ho, ho. They imagine I gave them a ducat, hi, hi! 
Gittup, you ass, gittup. I gave them nothing, not 
even a penny. They have gone to the inn, I’ll wager, 
and ordered a good dinner. Tl go in myself and 
enjoy the fun. Hi, hi... ! It will be interesting 
to watch them get their bill. Ho, ho! Gittup. I'll 
tie you up here while I go inside and watch the fun. 
(He ties the DonxKeEy to the hitching post and disap- 
pears in the inn. The CoMEDIAN enters.) 


COMEDIAN 
It’s a fine joke and cleverly played. From my shaded 
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seat under the gate I have witnessed the little comedy, 
and I declare that this donkey driver is an artist of 
great merit. Ladies and gentlemen, I am a comedian, 
a wandering comedian and have traveled in all the 
provinces of France and Navarre. But I must con- 
fess that a merrier farce was never played. This 
donkey driver has won my full admiration, and now, 
ladies and gentlemen, with your kind permission, I 
shall make him the hero of a farce of my own. 
(He draws near the DonxEy and pets the animal 
while addressing it.) Nice donkey, pretty donkey! 
(The DonKeEy shows signs of animosity.) Here, 
here, be a good boy, little brother. Don’t you think 
we look alike, just a little? (The DonKeEy nods his 
head.) Yes, you said it. There is a family like- 
ness between us, a little air of shrewdness, I war- 
rant. As I love you, I am going to give you an op- 
portunity to change your diet. You’re as lean as 
I am, yes, you are. Working too hard? (The 
Donkey nods his head in affirmation.) And not 
much to eat? (The DonxKeEy shakes his head.) Just 
like me. Wait but a moment, my little brother, if I 
am not mistaken your fate shall be improved. 

(The INNKEEPER appears on the doorstep and calls 
out to the blind men inside.) 


INNKEEPER 
If you don’t pay at once, I’ll call the police! 
(Through the open door of the inn, the two blind 
men are heard quarreling.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
It is you who got the ducat, you thief. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
You’re a liar. He gave it to you. I am sure of 
it. Pay, you rascal, do you want us to go to jail? 
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FIRST BLIND MAN 
You pay yourself, bandit, or I’ll thrash you. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
T’ll knock your head off first, if you don’t give that 
ducat. 
(Blows, cries, general scramble. INNKEEPER shuts 
the door of the inn and runs across the stage in great 
excitement.) 


INNKEEPER 
Police, police! Thief, thief, police! 


COMEDIAN 
What is the matter ? 


INNKEEPER 
Go and call a policeman, quick, quick. There are two 
thieves in my inn, two blind men. They ordered a big 
dinner with wine and now they refuse to pay. 
COMEDIAN 
Don’t get excited, master, you shall be paid for your 
dinner. How much do they owe you? 
INNKEEPER 
A ducat, sir, they owe me a ducat. They ate a whole 
goose and drank two bottles of my best wine. 
COMEDIAN 
A ducat? Bah, that is a mere trifle. I take it upon 
myself to reimburse you. 
INNKEEPER 
Really? You are too kind, sir. They do not deserve 
it. They’re two bandits, thieves they are and they 
ought to be hanged. 
COMEDIAN 


Listen, master. You see this fine donkey. How 
much is it worth to you? 
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INNKEEPER 
I don’t care for your donkey. JI want to be paid 
for my dinner. 


COMEDIAN 
Gently, my friend, gently. By all the saints of the 
calendar, your dinner shall be paid for. But, I say, 
here is a fine looking beast. You could not find its 
like in the whole kingdom of France. 


INNKEEPER 
Indeed, a sorrier looking beast it would be hard to 
find anywhere. 


INNKEEPER 
Ah, my dear sir, I pray you, do not judge this animal 
by its outward appearance. By my faith, it is a most 
wonderful creature. I know many a man who does 
not come up to it in intelligence. Would you believe 
it, sir? That donkey can churn butter. 


INNKEEPER (in a crescendo of admuration) 
Is that so? 


COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. And sing the baby to sleep. 


INNKEEPER 
Is that so? 


COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. And draw water from the well. 


INNKEEPER 
Ts that so? 


COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. And keep the beggars away. 


INNKEEPER 
Is that so? 
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COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. And protect you from the plague. 


INNKEEPER 
Is that so? 


COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. And tell an honest wife from an unfaith- 
ful one. 


INNKEEPER 
You don’t say so? 


COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir. Now watch him. (The DonKEy wags his 
tail.) See him wag his tail? That means: “Look 
out, master, some one is trying to cheat you.” 


INNKEEPER 
Those two rogues of blind men! 


COMEDIAN 
Perhaps so, sir. Watch him again. Do you see his 
head shaking wisely? (The Donxey shakes his 
head.) That means: “Beware, some young man is 
paying attention to your wife.” 

INNKEEPER 
That young scholar again, I wager. I always dis- 
trusted that blond pup. I’ll make him pay for it. 

COMEDIAN 
Yes, sir, this donkey is almost human. I would not 
sell him for any amount of money, not even for Lis 
weight in gold. For that would be a sin. I have 
made the vow of poverty. I have renounced all 
worldly possessions as I am on my way to enter the 
monastery. What shall I do with my _ beloved 
donkey? I cannot give him away to the first 
stranger for fear the precious animal might be ill 


TWO BLIND MEN AND A DONKEY 17 


treated. But here I find you, you with a noble, 
gentle and generous soul. You are the man who 
can understand my donkey, treat him with kindness 
and value his services. Take him, sir, he is yours. 
I give him away for charity’s sake. He will more 
than pay for the blind men’s dinners. 


INNKEEPER 
Do you really wish to give the beast away? 


COMEDIAN 
He is yours for the taking. 


INNKEEPER 
I'll take him. Rest assured that I’ll take good care 
of him. But look here, won’t you come in and have 
a dinner? I have some fine roast goose to-day, and 
my wine is not to be despised. Ill give you of my 
best. 


COMEDIAN 
You know, kind sir, that I am bound to fasting and 
abstinence, but just to please you, I accept your invi- 
tation. 


“ INNKEEPER 
Well, my friend, come in, come in! I want you to 
taste one of my old bottles. 


COMEDIAN 
Allow me first to put the donkey in your stable. 
This beast is so attached to me that, if I venture a 
step away from him, he starts braying nigh enough 
to split your head. So it is best, you understand, 
to put him away at once and then we won’t be dis- 
turbed. Where is your stable? 


INNKEEPER 
In the rear to your right. Hurry up, I am going 
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to serve you a good hot dinner at once. (The 
CoMEDIAN goes out with the Donxey. The Inn- 
KEEPER opens the door of the inn and calls out from 
the steps to the BLinp Men.) Begone from here! 
(The two blind men stumble out.) Give thanks to 
the Lord for having sent a generous soul to pay for 
your dinners, but don’t ever set foot in my house 
again. Be off, hurry along. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Thank you, sir, may the Lord requite you. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Thank you, master, thank you, may the Lord reward 
you. 
(The INNKEEPER reénters the inn.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Pierre, tell me the truth, you have the ducat, con- 
fess it. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
I told you a hundred times, I haven’t got it. He 
gave it to you, thief that you are. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Now, now, haven’t we had enough of quarreling? 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Yes, and enough of thrashing. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
You nearly split my head. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
You nearly broke my back. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Now, then, let’s have peace. 
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SECOND BLIND MAN 
Yes, peace. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
We have dined well, we need calm to digest well. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
You are right, let us keep calm. Anyway, I dislike 
discussions after a good dinner. 


FIRST BLIND MAN 
Let’s go over there and sit on the bench. 


SECOND BLIND MAN 
Yes, let us sit down. 
(The Two Biinp MEN withdraw underneath the 
gate. The CoMEDIAN enters, puts his head in the 
halter, ties himself to the ring in the post, and sta- 
tions himself there motionless, his head bowed, facing 
the wall of the mn.) 


DONKEY DRIVER (appears at the door, convulsed with 


laughter) 
Hi, hi, ha, ha, ho, ho. 


COMEDIAN (imitating the braying of a donkey) 
Hee, haw! 


DONKEY DRIVER (turning around at the noise) 
My donkey, where is my donkey? Escaped again? 


COMEDIAN (braying once more) 
Hee, haw! 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Are you making fun of me? Where is my beast? 


COMEDIAN (in a hypocritical tone of voice) 
My good master, do not be angry. God’s will be 
done! I am your donkey. 
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DONKEY DRIVER 
Hey, what? Are you crazy? 


COMEDIAN 
For mercy’s sake, listen to me, my venerable master. 
I am your donkey, but by the grace of God, I have 
become a man again. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Mercy on me! What do I hear? Am I being pun- 
ished for having mocked the poor? 


COMEDIAN 
My excellent master, I shall relate to you my la- 
mentable story. May God pardon me! When I was 
living with my mother, I was very wicked and dis- 
obedient. I would never do what my dear mother 
wished. My days were spent in gambling and drink- 
ing, while my poor mother nigh killed herself with 
work, At last, my dear mother lost patience with me 
and put me out of her house and threw this curse 
upon me. “Begone,” she said, “leave my house. You 
are but an ass. Go and live among the asses. Go 
and live and work like an ass for five years, five 
months, five days, five hours.” And the curse fell 
upon me and I at once changed into an ass. For 
five years, five months, five days and five hours, I 
have lived and worked like a donkey. But at this 
very moment the term of the malediction has ex- 


pired, and I have changed back into my human form. 
God be praised! 


DONKEY DRIVER 


Holy Mary! Is it possible? I had you for six 
months as a donkey and I never suspected you were 
a man. 
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COMEDIAN 
Six months in your service, true enough. And I 
thank you for your kind treatment. I beg your 
pardon if at times I have been a bit stubborn. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
It is I who ask your pardon for having beaten you 
so often. But how was I to know? Why didn’t you 
inform me that you were a man? 


COMEDIAN 
That could not be. However, you have shown your- 
self very kind to me, more so than I deserved, and 
I hope that we may separate as friends. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Certainly, certainly, we shall remain good friends. 
Do come to my house, there will be a good dinner 
for you. 


COMEDIAN 
I beg to be excused. I must be off on a pilgrimage 
to Rome to receive my absolution from our most 
Holy Father, and I must fast until the end of my 
journey. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Here, take this little change. It may be of use to 
you on your long journey. Take it. 
(Gives him some money.) 


COMEDIAN 
I thank you, my good master, may God requite you! 
(Suddenly begins to bray.) Hee, haw! 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Heavens, what is happening now? 


COMEDIAN 
It is nothing. Only a habit of my donkey life. I 
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shall have some difficulty in getting rid of it, but in 
time, it will pass. Good-by, my dear master. 


DONKEY DRIVER 
Good-by, my friend, may the Lord take care of you. 
(The Donxey Driver goes out. The Two BLInp 
MEN who had been mute witnesses to this scene draw 
near and join in the braying.) 


FIRST BLIND MAN, SECOND BLIND MAN, COMEDIAN (in 
turn) 
Hee, haw! 


COMEDIAN 

My friends, I beg your indulgence for having made 
an ass of myself. I am indebted to you for recom- 
mending to my attention the inn of the Green 
Dragon. The goose was excellent, the wine un- 
equaled. And now I shall leave you to ply your 
flourishing trade by this gate, for I must wander on, 
to show my wits and follies throughout the land of 
la belle France. 
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